
AP U.S. HISTORY Ms. Campbell Room 146 

    
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS & GRADES  

 

 
 
 
AP U.S. History is a two-semester course that is intended to be equivalent to a college-level survey course in 
United States History and you may be able to earn college credit by passing the AP U.S History Exam.  The 
course covers material from the age of exploration and the discovery of America to the present day. To be 
successful in this class you should have advanced reading and writing skills, high motivation, and be able to 
manage one’s time and ask for assistance when necessary. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative skills, 
interpretation of original documents, essay writing, and historiography.  
 
 
 
Historical Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Skills 
This course will provide you the opportunity to: 

● develop coherent written arguments that have a thesis supported by credible and relevant historical 
evidence (Historical argumentation). 

● identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations: point of view, purpose, situation and/or audience 
(Interpretation). 

● analyze evidence about the past from diverse sources, such as written documents, maps, images, 
quantitative data (charts, graphs, tables), and works of art (Appropriate use of relevant historical 
evidence). 

● examine relationships between causes and consequences of events or processes (Historical causation). 
● identify and analyze continuity and change over time and connect them to larger historical processes or 

themes (Patterns of change and continuity over time). 
● compare historical developments across or within societies in various chronological and geographical 

contexts (Comparison). 
● connect historical developments to specific circumstances of time and place, and to broader regional, 

national, or global processes (Contextualization). 
Thematic Learning Objectives 
The learning objectives for this course are organized under the following seven themes: 

● American and National Identity focuses on the formation of both American national identity and 
group identities in U.S. History. 

● Work, Exchange, and Technology focuses on the development of American economies based on 
agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing. 

● Migration and Settlement focuses on why and how the various people who moved to, from, and within 
the United States adapted to their new social and physical environments. 

● Politics and Power examines ongoing debates over the role of the state in society and its potential as an 
active agent for change. 

● America in the World focuses on the global context in which the United States originated and 
developed as well as the influence of the United States on global affairs. 

● Geography and Environment – Physical and Human – examines the role of environment, geography, 
and climate in both constraining and shaping human actions. 

● Culture and Society explore the roles that ideas, beliefs, social mores, and creative expression have 
played in shaping the United States. 



 
 
 

 
 
Alan Brinkley.  American History: A Survey. New York: McGraw Hill, 2015. 
 
Recommended Materials:  AP U.S. History prep book 2015 for AP test prep or any year AP U. S. History prep 
book for subject matter prep only. 
 
AP Online Support:   
 ONBoard Code: K66L-RFMJ-M2JF-QQX4-XP6Y  
 Register: 
                                                    APUSH 6 http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush-6-2018- 
                                                                     2019  
                                                    APUSH 4 http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush-4-2018-  
                                                                     2019 
 

Connect Code: WRP6-G63X-HGUQ-UEFD-BGR7  
                                       Register: 

                                                   APUSH 4   http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush- 
                                                                     4-2018-2019 
                                      APUSH 6   http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush-6-2018- 
                                                                     2019  
  

SCOREboard  Code: XCX4-KIFV-NW8G-EL9A-SW7X  
                                       Register: 
                                       APUSH 6 http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush-6-2018- 
                                                        2019  
                                       APUSH 4 http://connect.mheducation.com/class/b-campbell-apush-4-2018- 
                                                        2019 
 

Unit Overviews 
  
Unit Topic Chapter

s 
Assessments Pacing 

                                                                            Fall Semester 
One Pre-Columbian and Colonial 

America (to 1754) 
 

1-3 Unit One Exam               8.28.18 Summer + 2 
weeks 

Two American Revolution and the New 
Republic (1754-1800) 
 

4-6 Chapter 4 Quiz                    9.5.18 
Chapter 5 Quiz                  9.11.18 
Unit Two Exam 
9.18.18  

3 weeks 

Three Jefferson to Jackson (1800-1840) 
 

7-9 Chapter 7 Quiz                  9.25.18 
Chapter 8 Quiz                  10.2.18 
Unit Three Exam              10.9.18 

3 weeks 

Four Antebellum America (1800-1860) 
 

10-12 Chapter 10 Quiz              10.16.18 
Chapter 11 Quiz              10.23.18 

3 weeks 



Unit Four Exam 
10.30.18  

Five Sectionalism, Civil War and 
Reconstruction (1840-1876) 
 

13-15 Chapter 13 Quiz               11.6.18 
Chapter 14 Quiz              11.13.18 
Unit Five Exam               11.20.18 

3 weeks 

Six The Age of Industry (1865-1900) 
 

16-18 Chapter 16 Quiz              12.4.18 
Chapter 17 Quiz              12.11.18 
Unit 6 Exam                    12.18.18 

3 weeks 
 
 
 

                                                                          Spring Semester 
Seven Imperialism. Progressivism, and 

War (1865-1920) 
 

19-21 Chapter 19 Quiz                1.15.19 
Chapter 20 Quiz                1.22.19 
Unit Seven Exam              1.29.19 

3 weeks 

Eight The 1920’s and the Great 
Depression (1919-1938) 
 

22-24 Chapter 22 Qui                  2.6.19 
Chapter 23 Quiz                2.11.19 
Unit Eight Exam               2.19.19 

3 weeks 

Nine WWII and the Origins of the Cold 
War (1933-1953) 
 

25-27 Chapter 25 Quiz               2.26.19 
Chapter 26 Quiz               3.5 19 
Unit Nine Exam               3.12.19 

3 weeks 

Ten The Eisenhower Years to the 
Turbulent Sixties (1953-1969) 
 

28-30 Chapter 28 Quiz               3.19.19 
Chapter 29 Quiz               3.26.19 
Unit Ten Exam                 4.16.19 

4 weeks 

Eleven The Age of Limits to Present Issues 
(1970+) 

31-32   2 weeks 

Review 
Unit 

AP Examination Prep    2-3 weeks 

Post-AP Final Project   2 weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
Skills Developed: In most units, you will get practice and will be assessed on the Historical Disciplinary and 
Reasoning Skills as listed above as well as reading for comprehension and recall, improving study skills in 
preparation for assessments, improving formal writing skills (addressed below), improving public speaking 
skills in class discussions and activities, and improving skills of map reading and interpretation. 
 
Writing Focus: Historical work at the collegiate level requires you to write proficiently. For this reason, 
writing is emphasized in every unit of this course. You will receive focus questions, short answers and/or essay 
prompts for each unit to frame class discussions and textbook readings; these are often used as writing 
assignments on assessments. 
 
Historical Interpretations: Another key to work at the collegiate level is an understanding of basic 
historiography. To provide you with an introduction to this aspect of historical study, several units, include 
“Historical Interpretation” lessons where you will read other historical scholars to help you recognize how 
historical interpretations change over time. In the Brinkley text, historiography is examined in the “Where 
Historians Disagree” and “Debating the Past” features. 
 
Primary Source Analysis Activities: To be truly meaningful, the study of history requires primary source 
analysis. For this reason, most units in this course provide you the opportunity to read and interpret a diverse 
selection of primary source materials, noting the audience, tone, intent, language, and effect using the 



APPARTS Strategy. These activities will help you become more familiar with primary sources, and develop 
their ability to read, understand and use these sources. 
 
Reading Assignments: You are encouraged to take Cornell notes on all assigned reading. Open note chapter 
quizzes will be administered for two chapters per unit. Each unit comprises three chapters. 
 
Period Review Outlines: You are expected to annotate and complete the nine Period Outlines as they are 
covered. Completed reviews will be collected and assessed at the end of each semester.  
 
Other Activities: History is more accessible if students view events in the context in which they occur. 
Therefore, you will engage in role-play, simulations, debates, Socratic Seminars, and Character “Dinner 
Parties,” where you will research and study historical events and people in preparation for the in-class activities. 
You will also study maps, quantitative data, and images to fully experience historical analyses and interpretation 
and will work in groups on various projects and presentations. 
 
Assessments: Each unit of study will culminate in a unit exam that will consist of a combination of multiple 
choice questions, identification of terms, and/or short answer questions. Students will typically write a 
free-response essay and/or a DBQ two or three times a semester. These are in-class essays that typically model 
the AP Exam conditions. 
 
 
 
Excellent attendance is vital for success in school. Therefore, excessively tardy and absences may adversely 
affect your grade. THERE WILL BE NO BATHROOM PASSES allowed (only in the case of an extreme 
emergency). You have plenty of time during passing periods, brunch, and lunch to use the facilities.  
 
 
 
 

● Assignments are evaluated for completeness, correctness, evidence of thinking, and attention to detail.  
● All writing is expected to be clear and grammatically correct. Poor grammar and/or syntax will 

adversely affect your grade.  
● Homework policy is reflective of the SMUHSD Homework Policy. 
● APUSH students should expect approximately 3-5 five hours per week for homework. The time may 

vary between students, the types of assignments given and the student use of class time. 
 
Grade Weights 
Summative Assessments (Unit Exams and Process Essays)  40% 
Assignments 35% 
Homework: Reading Quizzes 10% 
Final Exam or Project  15%  
Formative Assessments  0%  
 
Grading Criteria – Point Percentage 
A   (90-100) Excellent /Advanced 
➢ Outstanding/superior quality of work; college-worthy; goes above and beyond 
➢ Consistent use of higher order critical thinking skills; attention to detail 
➢ Writing is properly formatted and is grammatically free of errors; use of academic language 

B    (80-89)    Above Average/Proficient 



➢ Above average work submitted neat and on time; mostly works higher than grade level  
➢ Consistent use of critical thought; needs to work on more detail 
➢ Writing is properly formatted and nearly free of grammatical errors; attempts to use academic language 

C   (70-79)   Average/Basic 
➢ Meets all basic requirements; works at grade level  
➢ Some use of analysis and critical thinking skills; minimal details 
➢ Writing is generally formatted correctly; grammatical errors are not distracting; simplistic language 

D   (60-69)   Below Average/Needs Improvement 
➢ Student work is below average, messy and/or late, and does not meet grade level standards 
➢ Minimal use of critical thought; ideas are vague 
➢ Writing is unclear, not properly formatted; many grammatical errors; use of elementary language 

 
 
 
 
 
Late Work / Revisions 

● All late work will be given no more than 50%. ALL late work is to be submitted to the late box. 
WRITE “LATE” ON TOP OF YOUR PAPER. 

● Late work due to an excused absence is accepted and due upon return from school or the 
above consequence will apply. If you were absent when an assignment was given, you have the 
same amount of days to complete the assignment as the students who were not absent. WRITE 
ABSENT ON TOP OF YOUR PAPER and turn in. 

● If you miss an exam you MUST be prepared to take it upon return to school or by arrangement 
within ONE WEEK or it will revert to a zero. 

● Late work will ONLY be accepted prior to the end of each unit in which the work was 
assigned. Any work from the previous unit will remain a ZERO with no make-up opportunity. 

● SOME assignments may have a strict due date with no late work accepted. Pay attention to 
instructions to avoid receiving a permanent zero on your grade report. 

● Late work will be processed and grades updated approximately every other week. If your 
submitted late work is not reflected in your grade after two weeks, submit a Nellie. 

● All assignments must be completed. Zeros will substantially affect your grade.  
● If there is a question about your grade, or if you see you didn’t receive a grade for work you 

completed, submit a Nellie. 
 
Note: At times, there are extenuating circumstances that can preclude students from adhering to the 
rules stated above. Please do not hesitate to communicate with me in case a situation such as that 
should arise.  
 
It is YOUR responsibility to keep track of your assignments NOT YOUR TEACHER. When you 
return from an absence you MUST check with me on what was missed during your absence. 
Waiting to see a ZERO on school loop is not an excuse and late penalties will apply. Daily 
agendas (assignments and homework) are posted in the classroom and homework and other activities 
are posted on CANVAS.   
 
Tutoring/Conferencing 

▪ If you need additional assistance, please make an appointment to meet with me during Flex Period. 
▪ You might be summoned to Flex Period and your attendance will be mandatory. 



▪ I DO NOT RESPOND TO EMAILS ABOUT MISSING WORK FROM STUDENTS 
OR PARENTS For questions about missing work or grades, students MUST fill out a 
NELLIE sheet and put it in the late box behind my desk. Copies of Nellies (pink sheets) are 
on the table in the back of the room. I will contact you if I have a question about your request. 

▪ Parents may email anytime about student progress and/or requests for additional assistance for 
their student(s). Students, not parents, must contact me about missing work (see above). 

 
Plagiarism/Cheating 

▪ All work must be original. Cheating is taken very seriously and could have serious consequences for 
you, not to mention the respect you will lose from teachers and peers. It’s not worth it! Any work that 
has been plagiarized, in part or whole, will not receive any credit AND a cheating referral will be 
submitted to the administration, which will go into your student file. Yes, cheating is letting someone 
“look” at your work before the due date.  

 
 
 
 

▪  
 
 
Bring to class daily:  

● A labeled three-ring 3” binder (for AP US History only) with 11 dividers to separate your 11 units. 
● Clean-edged binder paper 
● Pencil case with: 2 pens, 2 pencils, 2 highlighters, colored pens (at least 3), erasers, and mini-stapler 

Additional materials required for home use: 
● Reams of plain white printer paper (DO NOT use Career Center to print out your work!) 
● Extra ink cartridges or toner (I will NOT accept late work due to no ink in your printer!) 
● Stapler and staples (all work needs to be stapled BEFORE you come to class!)  
● Develop good habits for punctuality, attendance, and meeting deadlines. I am here to help you. Please 

arrange to see me during lunch or after school if you fall behind or have any concerns. Good luck on a 
productive year in AP U.S History! 

 
 

CUT AND RETURN THE SECTION BELOW, SIGNED AND DATED. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Please have your parents read the syllabus and sign below. RETURN signed portion to Ms. 
Campbell. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
STUDENT NAME _______________________________ 
 
PARENT NAME ________________________________   PARENT PHONE ___________________ 
 
PARENT EMAIL ________________________________ 
By signing below I acknowledge that 
✓ I have read the AP U.S. History syllabus and understand the expectations and requirements. 



✓ I understand what the required course materials are. 
✓ I AGREE/NOT AGREE (circle one) to grant permission for your student to view historically 

relevant films that may be rated “R” (mainly for violent content such as war scenes). 
✓ I understand that the purchase of one preparation book is highly recommended to ensure a 

passing grade on the A.P U.S History Exam. 
✓  I have also made note of the contact information above and understand that Ms. Campbell is 

available for meetings and/or assistance by appointment. 
✓ I understand that Ms. Campbell does not respond to emails about missing work from 

students and/or parents and that any inquiries MUST be taken care by filling out a 
NELLIE and submitting it to Ms. Campbell. 

 
Parent Signature __________________________ Date _______________ 
 
 
Student Signature _________________________ Date ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


